
 

 

CLASS–XII 

SUBJECT: HISTORY 

CYCLE No. 8 (22
nd

 October to 12
th

 November, 2021) 

Name of the Book: Themes in Indian History: Part III.  

THEME: 10- Colonialism and the Countryside: Exploring Official Archives including revision for Term I. 

 

   Key concepts in a nutshell:- 

    Chapter -10: Colonialism and the Countryside: Exploring Official Archives (Page No.258 to 274). 

1. Introduction : 

 In India British rule was first of all established in Bengal. 

 Permanent settlement of land revenue was adopted in Bengal in 1793. 

 The economic measure adopted by the British government made India a consumer of goods 

manufactured in England. 

 By the end of the 18th century when zamindars were facing a crisis. 

  A group of such peasants, on other hand, was consolidating their position in the villages. 

 With the emergence of the power of zamindars had considerably diminished. They did not surrender 

easily. So they devised many ways to withstand the pressure and keep their central focus on their 

Zamindaris. 

 At the end of 18th century, the most adverse effect of the colonial rule fell on the economic condition 

of the peasants. 

 As a result of the British occupation of India the Indian economy faced disastrous consequences. To 

fulfill their vested interests, they shattered their tradition and structure of Indian economy. 

 Because of the decline of Indian industry, Indian weavers and craftswoman were completely made 

jobless. The industries in Surat, Dhaka, Murshidaabad, etc which were once flourishing were 

destroyed. 

1. Permanent settlement of Revenue in Bengal: 

 Historians like Percival Spear, P.E. Robat and R.C. Dutt have praised permanent settlement of land 

revenue, because:- 

a. Government Income became stable 

b. Administration became efficient 

c. British rule got stable. 

         2. Permanent settlement of Revenue was also criticized on the basis of— 

 It did not prove beneficial for Zamindars. 

 It ingrained the interest of cultivators. 

 Burden of taxes fell on other classes. 

 

 



 

       3. Mahalwari system of land revenue  
 The Mahalwari system was implemented in Punjab. 

 The group of villages was called ‘Mahal’. So the system was known as Mahalwari system 

           4. Bengal and the Zamindars: 

 Colonial rule was first established in Bengal. In Bengal, East India Company tried to reorder the rural 

society and establish new land rights and new revenue system. 

 There was an auction held at Burdwan (present day Bardhaman) in 1797, which was popularly 

known as Grand Public Event. 

 Company fixed the revenue and each Zamindar was supposed to pay.  

 This fixing of revenue was done under the Permanent Settlement and it become operational from 

year 1793. 

 The Zamindars who failed to pay the revenue; their estate was auctioned to recover the revenue. But 

sometimes it was found that the purchasers at auction were servants and agents of the Zamindar 

himself, e.g. auction in Burdwan. 

          5. The Problem of Unpaid Revenue: 

 The British officials felt that agriculture, trade and the revenue resources of the state could be 

developed by encouraging investment in agriculture. This could be done by securing rights of 

property and permanently fixing the rates of revenue demand. 

 Company felt that when revenue will be fixed, it will provide opportunity to individual to invest in 

agriculture as a means of making profit and company will also be assured of regular flow of revenue. 

 After a prolonged debate amongst company officials, the permanent settlement was made with the 

rajas and talukdars of Bengal. 

 Zamindars had several, sometimes even 400 villages under them. 

 Zamindars collected rent from the different villages, paid the revenue to the company, and retained 

the difference as his income. 

         6. Reasons for Non-Payment by Zamindars: 

 A number of reasons were responsible for non-repayment of revenue by zamindars which include 

that revenue demands were kept very high. It was imposed at a time when prices of agricultural 

produce were very low, so peasants found it difficult to pay. 

 Zamindars were also treated by strict laws i.e. the Sunset Law’, which was completely regardless of 

the harvest.  

 According to this law, zamindars had to pay revenue by sunset of the specified date; otherwise 

Zamindari was liable to be auctioned. 

 Besides these, permanent settlement and company reduced the power of Zamindars. Sometimes 

ryots and village headman-Jotedar deliberately delayed the payments. 

         7. Limitations Imposed on Zamindars by the Company: 

 Zamindars were important for the company but it also wanted to control and regulate them, subdue 

their authority and restrict their autonomy. 

 Thus, the zamindars’ troops were disbanded, customs duties abolished and their ‘cutcheries’ (courts) 

brought under the supervision of a collector appointed by the company. 

 Zamindars lost their power to organize local justice and local police. 

 Over time zamindars were severely restricted and their powers were seized. 

 



 

           8. The Rise of the Jotedars in Villages: 

 Group of prosperous farmers were popularly known as Jotedars. Jotedars were a class of rich 

peasants. 

 They acquired vast areas of land, controlled trade, money lending and exercise immense- power 

over the poorer cultivators. Their land was cultivated through share cropper known as adhiyars or 

bargadars. 

 Within village the power of Jotedars was more effective than that of Zamindars. They fiercely 

resisted the efforts of Jama to increase the Jama of village and prevented Zamindari official from 

executing their duties. 

 Sometimes they also purchased the auctioned property of Zamindar. Jotedars played an important 

role in weakening of Zamindari system. 

         9. The Resistance of the Zamindars: 

 To prevent the weakening of their authority, Zamindar took series of steps-like fictitious sale or 

transferring of property to female- member of family, manipulated the auctions, withholding revenue 

deliberately, threatening or the people outside their Zamindari, if they try to buy an estate. 

        10. The Fifth Report and its Impact on Zamindars: 

 It was the fifth of a series of report on administration and activities of East India Company in India. It 

was submitted to the British Parliament in 1813. 

 British Parliament forced the company to produce regular report on the administration of India and 

appointed committees to enquire into the affairs of the company. It became the basis of intense 

parliamentary debates on the nature of East India Company’s rule in India. 

 Fifth report has shaped our conception of what happened in rural Bengal during that period and 

evidence contained in the 5th report are very important. 

      11. The Accounts of Buchanan: 

 Francis Buchanan undertook detailed surveys of the areas under the jurisdiction of the British East 

India Company. 

 Buchanan journey was sponsored by the company and it was planned according to its need. He had 

specific instruction about what he had to look for and what he had to record. 

 Buchanan observed the stones, rocks, different layers of soil, minerals, and stones that were 

commercially valuable. 

 Buchanan wrote about landscape and how these landscapes could be transformed and made 

productive. 

 His assessments were shaped by commercial interest of the company and modern western notions of 

what constituted progress. He was critical of lifestyle of forest dwellers. 

         12. Pastoral Areas of Bengal: 

 With gradual passage of time, settled cultivation expanded and reached to the area of shifting 

cultivation, swallowing up pasture and forest in the Rajmahal hills.  

 Shifting cultivation was done with the help of hoe, while settled cultivation was done through 

plough. 

 



             13. In the Hills of Rajmahal: 

 Francis Buchanan, a physician travelled through Rajmahal hills and he gave an account about it. 

 Originally in the Rajmahal hills Paharias lived. They lived on hunting, shifting cultivation, food 

gathering and was intimately connected to forest. 

 In last decade of 18th century British encouraged forest clearance and Zamindar and Jotedar also 

started to turn uncultivated land into rice fields. As settled agriculture expanded, the area under 

forest and pasture contracted. This sharpened the conflict between Paharias and settled cultivators. 

 Around 1780, Santhal came into these areas. They cleared the forest and ploughed land. 

 As the lower hills were taken over by the Santhal Settlers, the Paharias receded interior into the 

Rajmahal hills. 

           14. The Santhals became Settlers: 

 Zamindars and Britishers after having failed to subdue the Paharias and transform them into settled 

cultivators turned to Santhals. The Santhal appeared to be ideal settlers, cleared the forest and 

ploughed land. 

 After land was granted, population of Santhals increased exponentially and their villages also 

increased in number. 

 When the Santhal were settling, the Paharias resisted but were ultimately forced to withdraw deeper 

into hills. It impoverished the Paharias in the long term. 

 Santhals now lived a settled life, cultivated a range of commercial crops for market and dealt with 

traders, ‘moneylenders. But state was taxing them heavily, moneylenders (dikus) were charging high 

interest rate and taking over their land when debts remained unpaid and zamindars were asserting 

control over their land. 

 Later due to problems, Santhal revolted in year 1855-1856, and to pacify them, Britishers carved out 

new areas for the Santhals and imposed some special laws within it. 

          Important terms: 

 Mahals: Estates owned by big zamindars who were called Raja locally. 

 Raja: It is the term for Monarch but often refers to the big Zamindars in their respective local areas. 

 Talukdars: The owners of Taluq( taluq stood for piece of land or territorial unit) 

 Ryots: Ryots means peasants. 

 Jotedars: Rich peasants often owning large farmlands. They often controlled money lending and trade 

at local levels. Sometimes village headman was also called Jotedar. 

 Zamindar: The chain between farmer and the company in the system called permanent settlement. 

Zamindars were responsible for collection of land revenue and depositing the same to the Company. 

They lived life of comfort and luxury. 

 Amla: Official of Zamindar who would maintain record and collect revenue from villages. 

 Benami: the literal meaning is anonymous. The term was to denote transactions wherein real person 

was hidden behind insignificant name or person. 

 Lathial: The musclemen of Zamindars. 

 Sahukar: Trader who was also in money lending business. 

 Rentier: A person who lived on rental income. 

 Dewani: The Revenue department of state. 

 Permanent Settlement: Land revenue system introduced by Cornwallis in 1793 in Bengal. Under this 

system, the land revenue was collected by Zamindars. Zamindari rights were hereditary. 

 Ryotwari System: The land revenue system introduced in Madras and Bombay Presidencies. Under 

the system, settlement was made directly with cultivators. 

 

QUESTION BANK: 



I. One mark questions (1m):      

 1. Why did zamindars default on the payment of revenue? Give one reason. 

2. Who introduced Permanent Settlement in Bengal? 

3. Why was the Permanent Settlement of land revenue rarely extended to any region beyond Bengal? Give 

one reason. 

4. Who were known as Jotedars? 

5. What was the Fifth Report of 1813? 

II. Three mark questions (3m): 

1. Describe the position of the Jotedars at the end of the 18
th

 century. 

2. Why did the Paharias invade the plains where the settled agriculturalists lived? How did was peace 

purchased by the zamindars? 

3. What was Damin-i-Koh? Why did Santhals resist against the British during the 18
th

 century? Give 

reasons. 

4. Who were the hill-folks? Why were they so apprehensive of Buchanan’s visit to Rajmahal? 

5. Describe any three aspects of Paharias social life during the colonial period. 

III. Eight mark questions (8m): 

1. Examine the main aspects of the Fifth Report submitted to the British Parliament in 1813? 

2. After introducing the Permanent Settlement in Bengal, the zamindars regularly failed to pay the land 

revenue demand. Examine the causes and its consequences. 

**** 

REVISION FOR TERM I. 

Theme 1 - Bricks, Beads and Bones. 

Theme 2 - Kings, Farmers and Towns. 

Theme 3 -Kinship, Caste and Class. 

Theme 4 -Thinkers, Beliefs and Buildings. 

Theme 6 - Bhakti –Sufi Traditions. 

Theme 7 - An Imperial Capital: Vijayanagara. 

 

Revision tasks for Term I: 



1. What was the reaction of the 19
th

 century European scholars when they first saw some of the 

sculptures of Indian gods and goddesses? 

I. They were horrified by what seemed to them grotesque figures. 

II. They tried to make sense of the strange images by comparing them with ancient Greek sculptures. 

III. They searched through the Puranas to identify the images.  

IV. They could not understand what these sculptures were about. 

Options: 

A. II, III & IV 

B. I, II & IV 

C. I, II & III  

D. II & IV 

2. Ramananda was a philosopher of ______________. 

A. Jainism 

B. Buddhism 

C. Shaivism 

D. Vaishnavism 

3. The Sanchi stupa is located near____________________. 

A. Near Allahabad 

B. Near Bhopal 

C. Near Patna 

D. Near Agra 

 

4. Which one among the following religious practices was seemed to be unfamiliar and unusual 

with the Harrapan culture? 

A. Mother Goddess 

B. Priest King 

C. Sanskritic Yajnas 

D. Yogic posture seal 

5. Who among the following was the second Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of 

India (ASI)? 

A. Alexender Cunningham 

B. Harold Hargreaves 

C. John Marshall 

D. Daya Ram Sahni. 

 

 

 

6. Two statements are given in the question below as Assertion (A) and Reasoning (R). Read the 

statements and choose the appropriate option. 

 



Assertion (A): The citizens of Hastinapur expressed a preference for the Pandavas. 

 

Reason (R): Kauravas were deemed to be more capable and virtuous than the Pandavas by the 

people.  

Options: 

 

A. Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true. 

 

7. Find out from the pairs which are correctly matched: 

        I. Ain-i-Akbari ----- Abu’l Fazl 

      II. Babur Nama --- Barbosa 

      III. Alamgir --- Gulbadan Begum 

       IV. Badshah Nama --- Abdul Hamid Lahori 

     Options: 

A. II & III 

B. I, III  & IV 

C. I , & IV 

D. I & II 

 

 

  8. The twelfth century witnessed the emergence of a new movement as Virashaiva tradition. This    

continues to be an important community in the region to date. Our understanding of this tradition is 

derived from vachanas composed by women and men who joined the movement.  

Which of the following statement is correct about this tradition? 

 

A. It emerged in Kerala. 

B. It was led by a Basavana. 

C. Their followers were known Nayanars. 

D. They supported the idea of caste and theory of rebirth. 

 

9. Which one of the following is a correct pair? 

LIST-I LIST-II 

Rulers Regions 

A. Cholas Tamil Nadu 

B. Hoysalas Orissa 

C. Sultans Karnataka 

D. Gajapati Deccan 

E.  

 

 

10. Read the following statements regarding Sufism in India: 

 

I. They turned to asceticism and mysticism in protest against the growing materialism 



 He was raised by a poor Muslim family belonging to the community of weavers or 

julahas. 

 The range of traditions he drew on to describe the Ultimate Reality include Allah, 

Khuda, Hazrat and Pir. He also used terms drawn from Vedantic traditions, alakh (the 

unseen), nirakar (formless), Brahman, Atman,. 

II. They sought an interpretation of Quran on the basis of their experience. 

III. Amir Khusroe was the disciple of Shaikh Nizamuddin Aulia. 

IV. Sheikh Muinuddin Sijzi was from Delhi. 

Which of the following statements are correct? 

A. I,II, and III 

B. III,IV and I 

C. I,III and IV 

D. II and IV 

 

11. Read the following information given in the box carefully: 

 

 Identify the name of the Bhakti poet-saint from the following options: 

A. Andal 

B. Baba Nanak 

C. Meera Bai 

D. Kabir 

 

   12. Match the following: 

Archeologist Role /Contributions 

(a) Alexander Cunningham (i) Discovered seals at Harappa 

(b) Daya Ram Sahni (ii) First Director General of ASI 

(c) John Marshall (iii) Brought a military precision in archaeology 

(d) R E M Wheeler (iv) Announced the discovery of a new civilization 

Options: 
(a) (b) (c) (d) 

A (ii)                          (i) (iv) (iii) 

B (iv) (iii) (ii) (i) 

C (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) 

D (i) (iii) (ii) (iv) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. Some of the earliest temples were constructed in the third century BCE on the order of Asoka for 

the renouncers who belonged to the ________________ sect. 

 

 A. Hinduism 



 B. Ajivika 

 C. Bodhisattva 

 D. Virashavism 

 

14. Kharosthi script was deciphered by ____________________. 

  

 A. John Marshall 

 B. Barbarossa 

 C. James Prinsep 

 D. Walter Elliot 

 

15. In which state of India is Kalibangan site of Harappan civilization located? 

A. Himachal Pradesh 

 B. Gujarat 

 C. Rajasthan 

 D. Punjab 

 

16. Identify the correctly matched pairs:  

 

         LIST-I                              LIST-II 

            Books                            Writers 

I.    Megasthenes                                Indica 

II.   Guru Granth Sahib                     Karaikkal Ammaiyar 

III.   Arthashastra                                Kautilya 

IV. Prem-akhyan Padmavat               Malik Muhammad Jayasi 

Options: 

A. I, II & IV 

B. II, III & IV 

C. I, III &IV 

D. II, III & IV 

  17. The Mature Harappa culture flourished _________. 

A. After 1900 BCE 

B. Before 2600 BCE 

C. 2600 BCE to 1900 BCE 

D. None of the above 

 

 

 

 



One Lord 

Here is a composition attributed to Kabir: 
Tell me, brother, how can there be 
No one lord of the world but two? 
Who led you so astray? 
God is called by many names: 
Names like Allah, Ram, Karim, 
Keshav, Hari, and Hazrat. 
Gold may be shaped into rings and bangles. 
Isn’t it gold all the same? 
Distinctions are only words we invent … 
Kabir says they are both mistaken. 
Neither can find the only Ram. 
One kills the goat, the other cows. 
They waste their lives in disputation 

 18. Identify the given image of an early temple. This entire structure is carved out of a single piece of 

rock. 

 

 

 

 

 
Case Based Questions 

 

Read the following source carefully and answer the following MCQs by choosing the most appropriate 

option: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

19. Identify the connotation of Kabir from the following options. 

A. Monotheistic aspect 

B. Polytheistic Aspect 

C. Atheist Aspect 

D. Theocratic Aspect 

 

 

20. Kabir used different names for God or the Supreme power. What can one infer from this? 

    A. Concept of Ultimate Reality 

  B. Faith in Saguna bhakti 

  C. Rituals a way to gain insight 

D. Reality is in worshipping idols 

 

21. How have Kabir’s compositions promoted communal harmony at large? 

A. Kabir mentions about one God in all 

B. He questioned religious practices 

C. He was a Hindu by birth 

D. He was an Islamic by birth 

 

22. Which of the following is the part of Kabir’s philosophy? 

A. He gave emphasis on traditions and rituals 

B. He used connotations as Shabda or Shunya  

C. He gave emphasis on Yajnas and sacrifices 

D. He was a fundamentalist in his approach 

 

23. Kabir’s poetry has a literary as well as a philosophical significance. Select the most appropriate 

option from the following that describes this essence. 

 

 

A. God is one who just has different names. 

B. God is vested in all saguna forms 

C. God is a philosophy in isolation from rituals  

D. God is based on reincarnation 

 

MAP BASED QUESTION 

On the given outline map of India, identify and location with the help of specified information: 

                         

    

 

       



 
 

24. On the political map of India’ A’ is marked as major Ashokan inscription ( Rock Edicts). 

Identify it among the following options: 

A. Girnar 

B. Sopara 

C. Sannauti 

D. Shishupalgarh 

 

25. On the same map ’ B’ is also marked as the important towns of second century  BCE. 

Identify it from the following options: 

A. Mathura 

B. Bhraghukachchha 

C. Shravasti 

D. Puhar 

 

****** 

 


